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THE RANKING OF UNIVERSITIES-PARTICIPANTS 

OF THE VLADIMIR POTANIN FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM:  

MAIN PRINCIPLES AND METHODOLOGY 

The Vladimir Potanin Fellowship Program (hereinafter referred to as the Program) aims to sup-

port students and professors from leading state and private universities across Russia. It is the 

largest project of the Foundation: since 2000, the Program has awarded scholarships and 

grants to more than 26 thousand students and 2 thousand professors. The Program covers stu-

dents and professors from 75 leading Russian universities. 

The Program goals are: supporting goal-oriented and highly motivated students and professors; 

supporting innovative approaches to teaching and education, dissemination of best practices; 

promotion of students and professors interest to socially oriented activities and volunteerism. 

The Program includes 1) the Fellowship competition for master students, 2) the Grant competi-

tion for master degree professors and 3) Foundation’s School for students and professors – 

winners of the competitions. The competitions are held annually, starting at the beginning of 

autumn and ending in spring. The Foundation’s School takes place in early July. 

The Fellowship competition consists of 2 rounds: 
1. Online round (based on a written application, including a motivation letter and an essay on 

the theme of the Master or Doctoral thesis) 

2. Offline round (in the form of a series of business simulation games and special contests). 

The ranking of universities-participants of the Vladimir Potanin Fellowship Program aims to pro-

vide an aggregate evaluation of the interest and achievements of students and professors of 

each university, participating in the Program. 

The ranking is built on the synthesis of expert scores, received by the participants at all the 

stages of the Fellowship competition (for master students), Grant competition (for master de-

gree professors), Competition of socially oriented projects and Foundation’s School. 

The ranking is based on the following indicators: 

 Involvement of university students in the Fellowship competition – ratio of the number of 

students who applied for the competition to the total number of Master students at the uni-

versity 

 The share of university students – winners of the competition, among the total number of 

participants from the university 

 The average score of the university in the distance round of the competition 

 The average score of the university in the intramural round of the competition 

 The average score of university professors in the Grant competition 

 The number of university professors – winners of the Grant competition 

 The average score of the university in the Foundation’s School 

 Involvement of university representatives at the Foundation’s School. 

All indicators have equal weights. 
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Calculation of each indicator is described below. 

This methodology was first used in 2014. The methodology was updated due to changes in the 

terms of the Fellowship Program. 

Since 2015, a cumulative ranking is calculated additionally. The general task of the cumulative 

ranking is to summarize the achievements of each university in the main ranking during several 

years. The cumulative ranking takes into account the results of the main ranking for 2 years. 

The cumulative ranking results are one of the significant criteria for excluding the university 

from the Program. This approach allows avoiding situations when a university becomes a candi-

date for exclusion because of an accidental decline in activity and performance in the Program 

for one year. 

The ranking is calculated on the following data on each university: 
1. The number of master students in the target academic year 

2. The number of students in the Fellowship competition 

3. The number of students – winners of the Fellowship competition 

4. The students’ scores in the distance round of the Fellowship competition 

5. The students’ scores in the intramural round of the Fellowship competition 

6. The number of university professors in the Grant competition 

7. The university professors’ scores of in the Grant competition 

8. The number of university professors – winners of the Grant competition 

9. The number of university professors at the Foundation’s School 

10. Scores of university representatives at the Foundation’s School. 

The above-mentioned information is used to calculate the following ranking indicators: 
1. Involvement of university students in the Fellowship competition (StInv). This indicator 

evaluates the involvement of Master students of each university in the Fellowship competition. It 

is calculated as the ratio of the number of students who applied for the competition to the total 

number of full-time Master students in the target academic year. 

𝑆𝑡𝐼𝑛𝑣 =
Number of students who applied for the competition

Number of full − time Master students in the target academic year
 

2. The share of university students – winners of the competition, among the total number 

of participants from the university (ShWin). The indicator represents the quality of the applica-

tions. It is calculated as the ratio of the number of students, who won in the Fellowship competi-

tion to the number of students, who applied for participation in the competition. 

𝑆ℎ𝑊𝑖𝑛 =
Number of students –  winners of the competition

Number of students who applied for the competition
 

3. The average score of the university in the online round of the competition. The indicator 

represents the quality of the applications by the students of a particular university in the dis-

tance round of the Fellowship competition and is calculated as the arithmetic mean of the 

scores of the students from this university in the distance round. 
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4. The average score of the university in the offline round of the competition. The indicator 

represents the quality of the applications by the students of a particular university in the intra-

mural round of the Fellowship competition and is calculated as the arithmetic mean of the 

scores of the students from this university in the intramural round. 

5. The average score of the university professors in the Grant competition. This indicator 

represents the quality of the applications by the professors of a particular university, taking part 

in the competition, and is calculated as the arithmetic mean of the scores of the professors 

from this university. 

6. The number of the university professors – winners of the Grant competition. The indica-

tor represents the quality of the applications. Raw data is used. 

7. The averqage score of the university in the Foundation’s School. This indicator represents 

the level of the projects, presented at the Foundation’s School, in which the students and pro-

fessors of a particular university took part, and the level of involvement of the university repre-

sentatives in the press-center, event group, expert group and volunteer workshops. The results of 

the participation in the Foundation’s School are calculated as follows: (1) each project partici-

pant’s score is set to the score received by the project which he or she took part in; (2) the 

scores of all university representatives, who took part in the School, are summed and divided by 

the number of participants. The results of the participation in the press-center, event group, ex-

pert group and volunteer workshops are evaluated likewise. 

8. Involvement of university representatives in the Foundation’s School (InvSc). This indica-

tor evaluates the involvement of university students and professors in the School’s projects. The 

indicator is calculated as ratio of the number of representatives of a particular university at the 

Foundation’s School to the total number of representatives of all universities, who took part in 

the School. 

𝐼𝑛𝑣𝑆𝑐 =
Number of university representatives at the Foundation’s School

Total number of representatives of all universities, who took part in the School
 

A score is calculated for each indicator, representing the indicator value of a particular university 

normalized to the maximum value of this indicator. Scores for each university and each indica-

tor are calculated as follows: 

𝑆𝑐𝑜𝑟𝑒_𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑜𝑟𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑣_1 =  
𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑜𝑟𝑈𝑛𝑖𝑣_1

max (𝐼𝑛𝑑𝑖𝑐𝑎𝑡𝑜𝑟)
 

The score for each indicator characterizes the relative position of a university in comparison to 

the best university in terms of this indicator. All scores vary from 0 to 1, where 1 is the best re-

sult and 0 – the worst. 

The final score is the sum of scores for all the eight indicators. The maximum final score is 8, if 

the university is the best in all indicators, and minimal is 0, if the university scores in all indica-

tors are minimal. 


